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IN OUR country where there is a dearth of books on electronics   engineering written by Pakistani authors Manzar   Saeed's   book Electronic Devices and Circuits    written    for engineering degree students is no less than a pleasant surprise.
As an engineering student one is usually faced with a heap of books written by American and British authors, and for some years even by Indian authors. It was a challenge for our teachers to write engineering books, especially, on electronics, which .should conform to the Engineering University syllabus.

Although there existed a few books on electronics but they were mainly meant for either beginners   or   electronics

enthusiasts to build up a few circuits for pleasure. None, so far, had been written for the serious-minded professional electronics engineer. This book is a pioneer


work.

The author, in this book. has laid equal emphasis on physics as well as on the practical side of devices and circuits. The topics discussed in this volume, in sequence, are

 I. Physics of Semiconductors .
2. Diode Characteristics

3. Application of Diodes

4. Power Supplies

5. Special purpose Diodes

6. Physics of BJTs
7. Biasing of BJTs

8. Characteristics of BJTs

9. Physics of FETs
10. Biasing Techniques of FETs

Since each subject is discussed in detail to encompass every aspect of the topic, the only logical option was to divide the book into different volumes each complete in   itself,   to   be   studied independently but complementing the other. The practice, quite common in similar professional level, work well.

Volume I which is now under review, is a complete course for the student of first year in Electronics       Engineering. Nevertheless, any practising


engineer can equally benefit from it. The forthcoming volume II will be suitable for a second course in Electronic Engineering. It will further grow into advanced aspects while discussing the following topics;

I   An analysis of BJTs

2. Transistors

3. Frequency Response of Amplifiers

4. Types of Amplifiers

"Electronic Devices and Circuits" by Manzar Saeed. Published by the author. Pages 500. Price Rs. 200.

The writer has used a very simple and straightforward style which holds the interest of the reader a quality which many foriegn authors lack. Manzar Saeed has added intellectual touch to his explanations by interesting remarks and brilliant examples which make the subject attractive and easy to comprehend.
The initial chapters include the

physics of semiconductors and diodes, supplemented by detailed explanations of enigmatic quantam mechanics. This conceptual discussion is treated by in the book in such a facile way that the secrets of those mind-boggling concepts are easily unveiled to the reader.

Being a Pakistani author himself, he knows exactly the areas to highlight and those to be handled en passant.

Power supplies and rectifiers are discussed in Chapter 4 in a self-explanatory manner to facilitate designing by the reader himself. Chapters 6, 7 and 10 touch the topics of BJTs and FETs and these devices     are     explained comprehensively.

What actually counts is the writer's  sheer  dedication, hardwork and commitment. All this together with his excellent grasp of the subject have made this remarkable work possible.

The book is well printed with easily readable text and graphics. The  circuit  diagrams  are straightforward, easily understood and self-explanatory!

