                 PORTRAIT OF A PHOTOGRAPHER

"To me every face is beautiful"commented Khawar ,who is a   budding, off beat  creative photographer focussing his genius on the portraiture of men and women alike.

       While going through the labyrinth  of his work one wonders how he transmutes an ordinary face into a myriad of personalities!One cannot just  look at his work en-passant,because those stunning portraits hold your attention,speak to you and rather pleasantly ,---shock you!

        These are no ordinary stereo-typed faces of  pretty-patchy women ,but Khawar has that midas

touch which metamorphoses the girl-next door into the smiling Mona Lisa   or  an ordinary looking bloke into the David of Michelangelo!

        Whatever he does with his magic wand of make-up ,ward robe and lighting,it becomes sensational!! It brings out the latent character Khawar has perceived in that person.

         Talking to him was an equally interesting event,knowing more about his work and personality,

here are some excerpts;

Q:How did you start all this?

A:Since childhood I used to watch people,especially their faces,they fascinated me.I had the photgraphic vision and used to reminiscise the expressions  later on. In a way this study of people brought me into this line eventualy.

Q.But do you have any formal education of photography?

A: I  have  done a few courses from U.K in photography  and later on I used to show my work to a few teachers of NCA and learned a lot from their feedback. I am also keenly interested in  Graphic 

Design and this helped me in improving my awareness about spacing,balance,composition and rythm.

Q:How and when did you get hold of a Camera?

A:I had to wait very long to own a camera myself.Often friends and relatives insisted that I take their pictures and they liked my results.First time I  handled a 110 format camera  and due to its limitations I concentrated on the composition while taking pictures with it and the 

results were really great.Now I use a Nikon FE.

Q:Why have you confined yourself to portraiture only?

A:It is because I am doing it commercially now otherwise I also do other subjects as well.Recently I did landscape for a calender.

Q:What interests you most in choosing your model?

A:The person ! Sometimes a face  in a crowd  is very typical !

I look for that peculiarity to photograph and emphasise it,It can 

 either be a particular mood,style or physical aspect that clicks me.

As such,an ordinary,plain looking individual is transformed into a glamorous model!Sometimes they themselves are extremely surprised to see the results!

Q:What type of portraits you make and what kind of preperations you do before actually 

clicking the button?

A:Well, My  portraits are definitely not dull,evenly lit faces of people,rather I try to show the change, I can bring, in their personalities  through my work. For this, I selecnly lit faces of people,rather I try to show the change, I can bring, in their personalities  through my work. For this, I selecnly lit faces of people,rather I try to show the change, I can bring, in their personalities  through my work. For this, I selecnly lit faces of people,rather I try to show the change, I can bring, in their pernlnly lit faces of people,rather I try to shownly lit faces of people,rather I trynly lit faces of people,rather I try to show the change, I can bring, in their personalitiesnly lit faces of people,rather I try to show the change, I can bring, in their personalities  through my work. For this, I selecnly lit faces of people,rather I try to show the change, I can bring, in their personalities  through my work. For this, I selecnly lit faces of people,rather I try to show the change, I can bring, in their personalities  through my work. For this, I selecnly lit fanly lit faces of people,rather I try to show the change, I can bring, in their personalities  through my work. For thinly lit faces of people,rather I try to show the change, I can bring, in their pernlnly lit faces of people,rather I try to shownly lit faces of penly lit faces of people,rather I try to show the change, I can bring, in their personalities  through my worknly lit faces ofnlnly lit faces of people,rather I try to show the change, I can bring, in their personalities  through my work.nnly lit faces of people,rather I try to show the change, I can bring, in their personalities  through my work. For this, I seleings out the results for the satisfaction of both.

Q:Do you follow any photgraphic trends?

A:Yes.  I tend to do abstract  photography besides other things and focus on symbolism to convey my  idea.

Q:Do your  photographs convey  a message  or story  ?

A:Yes,They carry a particular mood! For example a girl sitting in a pensive mood is  photographed in a way that  it conveys that feeling.Similarly  at  another situation the emphasis is given especially on   being  provocative.Just by looking at the photograph one can think what am I trying to convey?

Q:In most of your photographs the model is looking away from the camera?Is it  by chance or deliberate and why?

A:It is deliberate and my intention is to give  the viewer a direction to think  about  the theme of the photograph rather than just looking at the model's face.

Q:But don't  you think that  unless the model establishes a contact with the viewer the  portrait does not create an interest.

A: No,I do not think so.Sometimes I like the profile of  a person  and it has to be taken from the side.Actually I have to see from which angle  the a person looks good?My main emphasis is to beautify  the subject .

Q:Do you think advance about a photo session or it is impulsive?

A: Sometimes I think a lot about a particular theme of the photo session and then implement it with little variations but at other occasions the idea comes on the spot and I  try  it while doing the work.

Q: Do you prefer outdoor  portraits   or  indoor ?

A:Outdoors.

Q:How much do you charge for a session?

A:Two to Three thousand only.I expose  one roll of 36 snaps out of which half are Black&white and half colour .Most of them are then enlarged later-on.Yet all of them are different  from each other.

Q:What are your plans further?

A:I wan't to do  abstract photography more,inorder to use it as a medium of expression.And I plan to exhibit my work  at various art galleries.
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