                     KHATRA 440 VOLT
After a seemingly incessant chain of cheap slap-stick �,Alhamra has opened its doors to an indigenous  Urdu  �having the proper dose of humor and purposeful satire.The �is well appreciated by the lovers of neat  enter​�.Written by renowned playwrite Athar Shah Khan, Khatra �Volt is a step forward to promote original Urdu drama.The �is a meaningful comedy which blends into a poignant satire �the social injustices and it provokes the serious thought in �those bursts of laughter.

         The play is directed by veteran artist Zubair Khan,an �Ravian and an active member of once famous GC dramatic club. �has come forward with a pat on his shoulders from the chairman �Arts council Mr.Tariq Farooq, to promote healthy Pakistani �in true letter and spirit and to rise it to the highest �and literary virtues.In a way this original drama �the once prestigious traditions of Lahore's theatre �.

      Urdu drama is like anyother drama of the world with all its �and demerits.It  reflects  the prevailing situation of a �of that particular period.An adaptation from an alien �can never serve that purpose,since its spirit cannot be �.Only that drama can be effective and everlasting which �out of this soil and be a mirror of the social order.This �and topical play is indeed a step forward in changing �stage play trends.

      The cast includes mainly well known and experienced stage �like, Khalid Abbas Darr,Sheeba Hasan, Khalid Salim �,Munawwar Saed,Anwar Ali,Abid Kashmiri, Samina Meer and �,which are enough to attract the audience.  

      The story of the play revolves around  a rich industrialist

"Saith"(Zubair Khan)who believes in buying everything through �,even the happiness of his divorced daughter"Seema"(Samina �).He manipulates through his wealth to find a match for her.He �inclines to get hold of his countryside long forgotten �"Yakka" (Khalid Abbas Darr)and believes that his wealth is �to convince him.The situation changes when her ex husband �(Ilyas Najam)in his penance returns and intends to remarry his ex �.This creates the need for an intermediate husband who would �hesitate in marrying and then divorcing her daughter immedi​�to make her eligible for her ex husband.In this quest again �banks on his wealth and finds a mad beggar"Badshah"(Munawwar �) through his sincere servant(Khalid Salim Mota)to do the �offering him a lucrative sum of money which the beggar �;money being his weakness.The plan works fine untill the �beggar begins wooing "Seema","Yakka" makes advances to her �"Razia" and the business deals of the"saith" are spoiled by �insane beggar.The situation becomes extremely interesting and �of suspense.

        The dialogues which are being spoken through the insane �are stunningly true and are a deep satire on this wealth 
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hungry society.Through the various dramatic situations when the � values dominate the  material values the "Saith" �that money can't buy him happiness and this message is �to the audience beautifully through him and"Badshah."   

     The play has to do little about,what the name suggests-----

except that when someone rings the bell  at the gate of the �"Saith" he gets a shock.In a subtle way it is conveyed that these �lords and industrialists keep a distance from the commoner �if someone  attempts to come closer  he gets the shock of his �.   

     Khalid Abbas Darr as "Yakka" did very well,as always and his �presence on the stage was enough to bag laughter from the �.No wonder, since he is a versatile artist par excel​�.He steered through his role with natural ease.

     Similarly Sheeba Hasan,Khalid Salim Mota,Abid Kashmiri and �Ali were at their best and handled their various hillarious �with the required gestures,perfect timings and proper �on the dialogue delivery.They were able to generate �laughter from the audience.

     Munawwar Saeed as the insane beggar needs appreciation for � meaningful dialogues conveyed dramatically through him which 

had the social comment and won the claps from the hall.But on the �hand it was felt that he delivered his lines with forced �and overacting.His gestures seemed mechanical and artifi​�.Besides, his role as a brother turned insane beggar seems �.Nevertheless when he acts sane he comes upto his image �a senior artist.

        Similarly, the role of Manna Lahori as dangerman was �unnecessary and it failed to spring any humour for which it �originally added,Instead it created a drag in the tempo of �play.The other mistake was to attach him with the super �of the stage i.e Khalid Abbas Darr.Samina Mir,though �a newcomer to the stage ,performed quite well.Some of �dialogues were marred due to her low pitched voice as they �feeble enough for the audience of the rear rows.Ilyas Najam

could not leave any lasting impression as the twist in his char​�could not be established fully.

        In all, the play is reasonably interesting.It is an �attempt to resurge the thematic comedies at the �theatres of Lahore.The play has all the ingrediants of �cast,witty dialogues and a  spicy touch of humour;but with​�any "Jugat Bazi" or lewd remarks,for a pleasant surprise! One �easily enjoy the play along with the family wiyhout any �and laugh one's tensions away.The play is drawing �crowds which proves that the taste of Lahorites is �alive for the quality plays and Alhamra shall continue this 

long awaited effort!
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